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Local leadership values coding

My Technological Initiative, Girls-Do-Code, is directly linked to the vision the leader of Dubai 
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashed Al Maktoum. UAE is my home-country and I am proud of 
this vision set by the leader of Dubai and my contribution to the same. 

Girls-Do-Code has been welcomed by my community, my school, my family and 
internationally. 

I am proud to be creating an impact even if one student at a time, but one life inspired at a 
time satisfies me.

As a student who keeps on top of her academics and as a singer who participates in 
competitions globally, I still love technology and enjoy giving back to those around me 
anyway I can.

Here I have attached proof of my work which is accepted locally and internationally and 
impact it has had. 

I first got introduced to the work and the mission of Her highness Sheikha Fatima Bint 
Mubarak when I was 11 years old  at Jumeriah College. I was nominated for my work for the 
prestigious Sheikha Fatima Award at my school and was the youngest candidate to reach 
the final round.

I was inspired by her philosophy and happy that my initiative supports her vision for women 
in education.



To excite and educate girls for the field of technology!My Objective

The world needs more women technologists and Girls Do Code (GDC) aims to help achieve 
this very objective by inspiring young girls to further develop their interest in computer coding.  
A GO-TO place for free resources, advice for girls to learn basics and advanced coding 

that will get them excited and prove that Girls Do Code! 

My Idea

I have created GDC with 4 main pillars to reach out to not only girls who would be eager 
to learn. Shared the pillars in the next slideMy Initiative

1. Sheikh Mohammed’s quote in 2018: “Coding is the Language of the future”
2. Finding friends who are girls as crazy about technology as me was a challenge and 

during covid I used my time to learn from online tools
3. I read that women in technology used to be 41% in 1980s but it is now only 26% 

What inspired 
me?
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Goals

My main goal is to get more girls interested in the field of technology and that technology is a lot of FUN!Tech is 
Fun

Coding helps develop a logical thinking ability. My aim is to help students develop a structured thinking approach 
which will also help them in other subjects such as maths.

Thinking 
skills

Coding skills help develop problem solving abilities as students think, solve and create their codes. This ability is 
a life skill.

Problem 
solving 
skills

Girls Do Code Initiative achieves many goals

While ‘Girls Do Code’ aimed at getting more girls in technology, being part of ‘Code To Care’ as a volunteer gives 
students and opportunity to help others and be instrumental to their success

Helping 
Others



• Free Online Classes – 
created a 10 sessions 
curriculum for students 
for both Scratch and 
Python

        Taught more than 25   
        students across 
        India, UK, UAE, KSA
• Free Online Workshops 

– 1 or 2 day sessions to 
introduce coding

• Online Free tutorials 
Scratch and Python on 
youtube (995 views) and 
on www.girlsdocode.net

• F2F classes in my 
community and to other 
children (boys & girls) in 
UAE.

• School classes: Started 
an Extra Curricular Activity 
Class in my school. I 
spend my lunch time once 
a week to teach girls 
python or help clarify all 
their doubts and concerns

• Train the trainer: Created 
a course for student 
teachers to teach other 
students and create wider 
impact

• Instagram posts on: 
-Female leaders in 
tech world
-Tips & Tricks
-Fun Tech Memes

• Coding competitions:
-Organized the 1st 
Inter-school coding 
competition in Dubai
-Getting students to 
participate in online 
coding competitions
-Organized fun coding 
competitions

• Innovation club @ 
School:  Created a 
competition for school, 
the website and other 
initiatives

In 2020 during covid I 
started teaching at an NGO 
through zoom. At school I 
launched a volunteer group 
in 2022 to teach more 
students: 
• Code 2 Care

-Team of 5 volunteers 
teaching children at 
an NGO in India
-Have taught 40+ 
students coding
-Awarded the 
prestigious Diana 
Award for my initiative
-Made it to final round 
of Hamdan Awards
- Made it to final round 
of Global Youth 
Awards, UK

Leverage Online
Platform

Face to Face 
sessions Creating Interest Community Service

Pillars of Girls Do Code

http://www.girlsdocode.net/


Girls at school from 
Year 7 to Year 10

Target Audience- Where and How I will reach them?

Girls @ School

Girls in my community, 
family & friends

Girls in wider 
community

Wider Social Media 
participants

Social Media 
Followers

Girls & Boys at an 
NGO in India focused 
on Education

Underprivileged 
Children

-Classes during lunch
-Innovation club
-Focus on Python

Online or face to face classes on 
Scratch/Python/Wix/Animation

-Dedicate Friday Afternoon for classes on 
Scratch/Python
-Code to Care volunteer group for NGO

Fun and interesting posts to get people 
interested in technology



My Idea, My Journey and My Achievement

2020

• I created 10 class 
curriculum

• I made Girlsdocode.net
• I started teaching 

scratch in my 
community and family 
during lockdown

• I started teaching at 
NGO in India from 
September ’20

• I created Code to Care – 
volunteer group created

• I trained them with the 
train the trainer slides 
that I made

• Launched my Instagram 
channel

2021
2022

• Introduced Python 
programing course

• Started ECA in 
School to teach 
other students

2023

• Recognized with the Diana 
Award for Code to Care 
initiative

• Added more volunteers to 
Code to Care

• Innovation club competition- 
Hackathon & website

2024
-25

• Organized the first 
Inter-School Coding 
competition for 
Girls- 69 students 
across 9 school 
participated



Future Goals & Plans for GDC

1. To excite and educate girls globally either directly through my classes/tutorials or indirectly through my social media.
To educate 100 students by 2027 (60 done so far)

2. To extend ‘Girls Do Code’ to at least 2 other schools and empower more students as trainers to teach girls at their schools.

3. To add free tutorials for atleast 1 more coding language on my website and youtube. 
4. To create an annual coding competition amongst schools for girls in UAE and then the Region

I set out 6 main goals under 3 areas for my initiative to ensure that it is simple and achievable

Local 
Reach

Online 
Activation

5. To reach out to more NGOs across the globe to offer ‘Code To Core’ so that we can increase our reach and help more 
children
6. To create a team of volunteers that will continue teaching the NGO students as part of Code to Care program even after I 
complete my school  

Community 
Service



Goals Plan
All 6 goals are different as they focus on not only on school students but also underprivileged students. In addition to this I 
want to ensure there are variety of activities with competitions and varying tutorials. The goals are also setting aims for short 
term and long-term impact

Short term Long term

Recruitment of more 
volunteers to teach to 

build a bigger task force:
On Going

Get 2 more schools enrolled 
onto ‘Girls Do Code’ (GDC):
Reaching out to schools and 

also my head of year for 
support

Annual Coding 
Competition:

Develop my ability to 
organize, assess 

New language tutorial:
Am learning HTML-CCS 

to create this tutorial
Enroll a new NGO to 

teach more students in 
need: trying to engage 

different NGOs

Create a team to carry 
on GDC once I leave 

school



Girls @ School

A python teaching session 
during lunch time



First Inter-School Coding Competition for Girls

9 Schools
69 girls participated



Online sessions 
through zoom and 

Face to Face

Girls in wider 
community



Girls & Boys at an NGO 
in India focused on 
Education

Underprivileged 
Children

Student at NGO 
created a ‘Get 
Well Soon’ Card 
for me

Code to Care 
Volunteer 
teaching

Busy in Class

Certificate for 
NGO children on 
completion. 
Makes them 
proud of 
themselves.



Social Media 
Followers



Social Media 
Followers

Answering queries 
like these



Competitions

Competition at the NGO I 
teach:

Whichever student was 
willing to participate were 
given a chance to make a 
Diwali Animation. Winners 
of the competition in the 
photo attached

The winners  of the 
competition  were so 
excited to win.



Media
Recognition

• News paper coverage
• Radio interview

Recognition for my Initiative

Award

NGO

I was awarded the prestigious Diana 
Awards for my work with Code To Care 
and Girls Do Code. 

I have been teaching at the NGO since 
2010 to more than 40 students. Letter of 
recommendations from Harmony House 
attached



Diana Award



NGO 
Harmony House recommendation



School
Letter of recommendation from 
Head of year



School
Letter of recommendation from Head of Computer Science, ICT & Robotics (Expert): 
Mr.Dela Cruz



School Shortlist for the prestigious Sheikha Fatima Award at Jumeirah College



Local Media
Newspaper: National Newspaper: Dubai teenager wins Diana Award for 
helping girls to learn coding | The National (thenationalnews.com)

https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/2023/07/06/dubai-teenager-wins-diana-award-for-helping-girls-to-learn-coding/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/uae/2023/07/06/dubai-teenager-wins-diana-award-for-helping-girls-to-learn-coding/


Newspaper: Khaleej Times: Dubai student recognised with Diana 
Award for empowering girls through coding education - News | 
Khaleej Times

https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/dubai-student-recognised-with-diana-award-for-empowering-girls-through-coding-education?_refresh=true
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/dubai-student-recognised-with-diana-award-for-empowering-girls-through-coding-education?_refresh=true
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/dubai-student-recognised-with-diana-award-for-empowering-girls-through-coding-education?_refresh=true


Zawya : Dubai student recognised with Diana Award for 
empowering girls through coding education (zawya.com)

Pressreader: PressReader.com - Digital Newspaper & Magazine 
Subscriptions

https://www.zawya.com/en/business/education/dubai-student-recognised-with-diana-award-for-empowering-girls-through-coding-education-gqsqt7zm
https://www.zawya.com/en/business/education/dubai-student-recognised-with-diana-award-for-empowering-girls-through-coding-education-gqsqt7zm
https://www.pressreader.com/uae/the-national-news/20230707/282273849819926
https://www.pressreader.com/uae/the-national-news/20230707/282273849819926


Global Indian : Coder Kyra Anand is breaking the computer barrier for 
many girls (globalindian.com)

Global Indian : Coder Kyra Anand is breaking the computer barrier for 
many girls (globalindian.com)

https://www.globalindian.com/youth/story/global-indian-exclusive/changing-the-future-coder-kyra-anand-is-breaking-the-computer-barrier-for-many-girls/
https://www.globalindian.com/youth/story/global-indian-exclusive/changing-the-future-coder-kyra-anand-is-breaking-the-computer-barrier-for-many-girls/
https://www.globalindian.com/youth/story/global-indian-exclusive/changing-the-future-coder-kyra-anand-is-breaking-the-computer-barrier-for-many-girls/
https://www.globalindian.com/youth/story/global-indian-exclusive/changing-the-future-coder-kyra-anand-is-breaking-the-computer-barrier-for-many-girls/


Radio: Dubai Eye: 103.8

Dubai eye interviewed me for my work with Girls Do Code 
and the Diana Award. I am very happy to get this 
opportunity to talk more about girls in technology and 
coding.



Global Youth Award



NGO 
Harmony House recommendation 
from Director of Education



International Organization - Harmony House Student 
Recommendation

My first 2 students when I 
was 10 were amazing.
They even created a video 
with scratch program that I 
had taught them wishing 
me well when I had covid. 



NGO- Harmony House  Student 
Recommendation

Harmony house students have written these and endorsed by Harmony house
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